APPLICATIONS -
EXTRUSION

EXTRUSION : a continuous process which "forces" molten plastic through a die to
manufacture profiles or tubes. Plastic pellets enter a heated barrel and melt while being
pushed up front by a feed screw. Due to friction, material inside barrel also has to be
cooled so heaters around it are usually either water cooled cast-aluminum heaters,
or fan cooled ceramic band heaters . Dies are heated as well, using mica strip or
band heaters. All heaters being controlled by thermocouples, or sometimes RTD's
hooked to individual temperature controllers or microprocessor multi-zone systems.
Many extruders also have, in transition zone, an opening for melt
pressure/temperature sensor . Imported extruders often use heaters with "
european connectors', in stock at Acrolab!
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